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ies 1 brought vun children . Num; that be bould 15 | 
e bem, and he diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought them. But | 
; when Feſus ſaw it, he was'much diſplaaſed, and foil: unto | 


; | ; © them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
. © them not: for of ſuch is the ting dom L Veriiy I ſay 
5 unto you, M, hoſoever ſhall not Ne "of * Gad: as : 


© vat little child, he ſhall not enter therein. And 2 20 them 
Ft up in his Os 0 his hands upon ns; Nec, a: I 


5 


2 ate few things in which: perſons uf refleQtion, 
, in general, and elpecially thoſe who fear God, are 
more agreed, than the importance of the riſing-generauon; Þ 
or, which is the true meaning of that expreſſion, che i im- 6 
8 of the inſtruction and government of y“,,j§ , þ 
This is a ſubject of great extent, and may alſo be df 

up in a great variety of lights. I am one of thoſe: who | 
think that it may, as well as many others, be, with much 
advantage, conſide red deep and that a clear view 
of divine truth upon every ſubject, will have abe mat | 
powerful and happy. adde not only in dire o 
51 ne, but in governing our practice. e 
mn There is much to be ſeen of the pre ſ 
ems in this paſſage of ſeripture- * 
attention to improve every ſeemingly” accidental oecur-- 

| - -renice for the purpoſe of inſtruction; and bis amiable con- 
geſcenſion to all Who humbly applied to him, and tender 
N 1 5 feeling for their wants and weakneſfes. It N. er, 
this paſſage, that the inhabitants about Jordanf where be 
then was, not only brought their Gek to be healed; ate, 
Aid in moſt other places, but brought young childzen get f, 
„ rouch Bt '+ 855 Ab 3 e ee 7 
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; the — end of be ike now _ it & N he took 
them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and eue 
them; o that it is probable they were all of them of very 

| early age, and ſome of them, perhaps, literally what 4 
Call e who could not yet ſpeak or walk. I ſee not 
the leaſt foundation for what ſome commentators ſuppoſe, 


chat they might labour under ſome diſorder, from which 


| the parents ſuppoſed he would cure them: If this had been 
the intention, the diſciples would not, probably, have 


found any fault with it. The probability is, that the pa- 


rents or relations of the abildren brought them, expecting 
that he would lay his hands on them —authoritatively 
blefs zbem, and pray for them; from which, they believed 


1 eiples, we ate told, rabuked thoſe that brought them, ſuppoſ- 
ing, doubtleſs, that it Was an impertinent and unneceſſary 
inverruption- of their maſter, and that the children could 


but, like the humart wiſdom of later times, they might 


"ſe ever, our Lord Was of A different opinion, and ſaid— Safer 
E the little abildren do come unto me, and forbid ew: nit: W 
. fuch ib kingdom of Gd. 

Now the fragle Tabje&tof this diſcoprle ſhall be t en- 
. fire} Wihat is che import of this declaration ? and, What 
E : og; children or infants. of ſuch is the Arian of GU 
3 "After: this, I will give ſuch advices as the truths that may 
8 | be eſtabliſhed (ball ſuggeſt, 009} they! Hem: to e e 
| 5 to enforce. * 

- Azet: us then conbder what we may. Ades abee our Sa- 
en as affirming, when rb of young: Wilden or 45 
1 bs, of ſuch is the kingdom of God 41 6? "xc 
He And, in he firſt place, we may underfiand by: its ther” 
children may be taken within the bond of God's covenant; 
Y |. *qecome- members of the viſible. church, - and, in conſe- 
buende, de ri/atively holy. I do not found the lawfulneſs 
9 rt baptiſm on this paſſage alone, 

zur e the ſubjeR at this time; but, as it 
8 eſtabliſned e Rabe,! it a me ee 
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important benefits might be derived to them. The diſ- 


receive no benefit at that early time of life; and who knows 


1 -thiokthe attempt ſuperſtitious as well as unneceſſary; how- : "Rt 
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and mean to enter 


PF generations ef them that love bim. 
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derſtood here. At any rate ſo. far as I have-affirmad is un- 
doubtedly certain, that they, ay ze admitted within the 
bond of God's covenant. We know, that under the Old 
Teſtament, they received the ſign of circumciſion, Which, 
in the New, Teſtament, is (aid. to. be a fen, of the rigbteasſ . 
eſe that is of faith (Rom. iv, 16). Many, benefits ,may. | 
ariſe from this. As in the natutal conſtitutiomohman,ma-. 4 
ny advantages and diſadvantages are derivec\from-parents. © 
upon the offspring, ſo in the moral conſtitution. « divine 
grace many dleſlings, ſpiritual and temporal, ,may.be in- 
herited from pious parents. Children are the ſukjekts ok 
prayer; and, of conſequence, within reach of the promiſe- 4 
The believer may juſtly hope for his ſeed dying iu infancy, 
and in after: life, many eventual. providential, mercies may. | 
| beexpeted from that God who ſbeweth merey.to thouſands. | 


it was uſual in the moſt ancient times, for aged or holy. | 
perſons to. bleſs. children. formally. I do not recollect in 
ancient hiſtory a more beautiful, or more tendet ſcene, | 
than that we have recorded, Gen. xlviii. ug. of the patsiat ch 
| Jacob's bleſſing his grandchildren, the ſons of ſeph, 

| When he was about to die — And he blaſad Jaſenb aud ſaid, 4 
Gad before whom my fathers, Abraham and aac, did u,, 
the Cad ve fed me all my life long. to this day,, the Angel , 
redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the lads; and let my name b 
named upon them, and the name of my fathers, #hraham and.. 
Thaac :. And let them grow into. a multitude in the nudft of the. 7 
earth. We are told by an ancient writer of the Chyiſtian,” 4 


* * U * 


55 church, that I jatius, afterwards: bi of Antioch, was I 
one of thoſe 8 9 85 thus, brought to Chriſt. for his, bleſ-. | 
ſing, and. there is no reaſon, that I Know af, to oppoſe: 4 
dhe tradition: For ſuppoſing him to have;been an infant. 
or even from two to five years of age, it would make bim 
anly between 70 and 80 at the time of his martyrdaing.in - 4 
_. the year 108 from the birth of Chriſt... . 
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2. The declaration of {ach is the bingdum e ods may be 
underſtoad to imply, that children may, even in aer. 


be the ſubjects of regenerating grace, and therehy become 
really holy. This is plain from the nature of the:thingz, 
for if they can carry the corrupt impreſſion of Adam an 
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tore in 7 brit nfant Ales? 50 can be no Jools var EN 
oe be renewed after the image of him that created | 
. Almighty power can caſily have acceſs to them, 
putt c nin Weber to prayers, as well as endeavours, form 
them for their Maker's fervice. See what the prophet | 
' Waiah ſays, xxviii. 9. Whom Jhall be teach knowledge? ind e 
ub fhall he make to underſtand doctrine? Thoſe that are 
* aveaned from the milt, and drawn from the breaſts. Samuel _ 
| was a child of prayer, and. gedicated to God from his in- 5 
fant years, and it is (ai rot him, 1 Sam. il. 26. And tbe 
4 Sp ame! grew, and war in favour both with the A 
and al -with men. It is an' expreſſion frequently | to be 1 
* found in pious writers, and among them that ate far from . 
denying the univerſal corruption of human nature, that 13 
ſome may be ſaid to be fanctified from the womb that is, 
{that the time of their renovation may be beyond the 
reach both of underſtanding and memory; and this being 2 5 
2 : ertaink y poſſible,” may juſtly be conſidered as the WC 7 5 
of dere and the ſubject of prayer. Few, perhaps, have . 
failed w obſerve, that ſome children diſcover upon the firſt 
daun of reaſon, an amiable and tractable diſpoſition, and 
dtink in ſpiritual inſtruction with defire and delight; 
While others diſcover a frowardaeſs and repugnance that 1 
18 With much difficulty, if at. all, and ſometimes 8 „ 
3 + overeomey. ö wg „ 
. 1 | thing this Acclioy: Impiles;” that children © are 1 
much Wote early capable of receiving benefit, even by _. |:. 
| ted en, than is generally ſuppoſed. No doubt, 1 
the reaſon of the conduct of the difciptex was, that they - 
. Louppoſcd the children could receive no benefit. In this, 
7 from bur Lord's anſwer, it is probable he thought them | 
miſtaken 'T will not enlarge on ſome refined remarks of — |} 
ER diſtinguiſhed for. learning as piety; ſome of |: 
[ 


OP” 


hom hate fuppoſed, that they are capable of receiving 

| impreſſions of defire and averſion, and even of moral tem- 
per, patzirufarly, of love or hatred, in the firſt year of their 
© lives I muſt, however, mention a remark of the juſtly 
celebrated M Fenelon, archbiſhop of Cambray, becauſe | 
e on which it is founded is undeniable, and the des» | 
Aducki e e He n 1. * before m INY „ 
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BY 0 we thought clpable 1 receiving any inſtruction, or "hy 0 
{ leaſt pains are taken with them, thy learn à language. 
Many children at four years of age can ſpeak their mother 
| tongue, though not with the ſame accuracy or grammati- 
5 cal preciſpn, yet with greater readineſs and fulneſs than 
moſt ſcho ars do a foreign language after the ſtudy of 2 
| - wholelife.” If I were to enlarge upon this, I might ſays _ 
they not only diſcover their intellectual powers by one | 
necting the idea with the ſign, but acquire many ſenti- 
ments of good and evil, right and wrong, in that early pe - 
| 7 - riod of their life. Such is the attention of children, that 
they often ſeem to know their parents tempers ſooner and 
better than they know theirs, and tofavail themſelves of 
| that knowledge to obtain their deſire. 
Io apply this to our preſent : ſubject, or rather the c oc- 
| | WE  caGon! of it, allow me to obſerve, that the circumſtances 
[of folemn tranſactions are often deeply engtaven upon ve 
ry young minds. It is not impoſſible that ſome of thoſe 
|. young children might recollect and be affected with the 
mijeſty and condeſcenſion of Jeſus of Nazareth, 'and the 
0 impreſſion be attended with happy fruits. At any rate, 
as no doubt the parents would often relate the a | 
-| - : .totheir children, this would be a kind of ſecondary me ⸗ 
mory, N have the ſame effect upon their ſentiments and 
cCondu _ 
„ . This declaration implies, that the earlialt in 25 = 3 
84 ĩs the fitteſt and beſt time for inſtruction. This Part of 
the ſubje& has been treated at full-length by many writers 
in every age, I therefore ſhall ſay the leſs upon it—Only ' | 3 
> obſerve, That the importance of early inſtruction is wiit= 
ten upon the whole ſyſtem of nature, and repeated in ev i! BY _ 
page of the hiſtory of Providence. You ma 1 young | 
113 Mp, and _—_ it receive rwe any form; bu: 


»- 
2 


1 


; it ae & 

| en In — A manner Schelte habits ici ed on I 
tract in early life, and are ſtrengtbened by time, ſt is nent 
to impoſſible to change. Far be it from me 10 fayany of A 

5 5 - hag! in oppoſition to. the infinite power and abſolute «for, ”y 
3 8 n * let us alſo beware: of e "8 
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on this ſubje 85 in ſcripture, where the recovery of an ha- 


| ſibility, Jer. xiii. 23. —Cas the Ethiopian change 
the leopard his ſpots ? then may ye alſo do good th 


#15 ſhin, or 


. 2 ter a coutle of oppoſition to God, but there are ſew in 


berate view of the ſtate of the World, is ſutkcient to prove 


this aſſertion. The inſtances of convetſion in advanced 
E e ate very rare; and when it ſeems to happen, it is 
l commonly. the reſurrection of thoſe ſeeds 
3 - which were ſown in infancy, but had been long ſtifled bß 
Ahe violence of youthful palbons, or the purſuits of ambi- 
tion and the huery of an actire life. I have known ſeve- 


Perhaps 


Y 8 inſtances of the inſtructions long neglected of | deceaſ- 


3 Hake up in ignora 
el profancneſs, turni 
#4 | the hving God. bs 


4 . 


* A | to the natural courſe of things, or the 
uſe and efhcacy of means. We have many warnings up- 


bitual and hardened linger, is likened to a natural impoſ- 4 


Fare accuf- 
ond; to do * x3 | God.» Sa. es to himſelf bis: own * ; 


JI 1 chicly "ont of thoſe : who are called in te earlier - 


N 5 mungen to all, of every — bete s are ſome putty af- . 


, SR z therefore the apoſtle Paul ſtyles bimſelf— 
- One born aut of due time. Perhaps experience, and a deli- 


5 at laſt ribng up, aſſerting their authority, and : 
ucing the deepeſt penitence. and real reformation, | 
ut my experience furniſhes me with no example of one 
ice · and ſecurity, after a long courſe 3 
ing, at the. cloſe of life, to the ſervice 
he moſt common caſe is, that the _ 
eeßp continues to. the laſt, and, as the ſaying is, 
2 e die 2s they lire ; though in ſome. inſtances, when the 
/ #8 © rar h e been of the groflcſt kind, conſcience awakens at 


. 
\ 


= their going off the hn and amen bent e as it were, to bes . 
gin the torments. of hel} with the terror of deſpair. — * 91 


are the uſual means of converſion, public ordinances of 
_ edification.. This ſeems agreeable to the language of 
ſcripture; for we are told God hath ſet in the church 
appſtles, prophets, evangelifls, paſtors and teachers, (not ſor 
converting ſinners, but) for perfecting of the ſaints for tb 
vort of the miniſtry, and the edifying of the body of . int 
| ſeems to add further weight to this, that moſt 


| ©. Called in early life; and we know not but it may bare 
tioned: Thoſe 1 have in view, are Abraham, Moſes; 8a- 4 
muel, David, Solomon, Joſiah, Daniel and the three Chil- J 

5 dren,in the Old Teſtament, and in the New, John Baptiſt 
and John the beloved diſciple; of whom I may if SN 


_ diſtinguiſhing him by particular enen but that 


emblem of the temper and carriage of Chriſt's real aur gh 
ples This inſtruction we. are not left to infer fog 1 


E py wy 


. — 23 * 
N 


You will find in ſome practical writers an opinion, or 


| ſentiment, that ſeems not ill founded to the following pur r. 
poſe. © Some are called at the eleventh hour that none 
may deſpair,“ and there are few that now may preſume. 


1 
"Sh 


Others make a diſtinction, not without ground, as it ſeems 
founded upon the wiſdom and equity of the divine ee 
vernment: That when the goſpel comes to a people that 


had long ſitten in darkneſs, there may be numerous con- 
verts of all ages; but when the goſpel has been long 


preached in plenty and purity, and ordinances, regularl F 
adminiſtered, few but thoſe who are called in early h 
are ever called at all, A very Judicious and pious writer, 


Mr. Richard Baxter, is of opinion, that in à regular ſtate 


of the church, and a tolerable meaſvre of faithfulneſs and 
purity in its officers;, family inſtruction and government | 5 n 


3 
IJ 
4 
IJ 


who are recorded in ſcripture, as eminent for piety, were ? 


thoſe 


been the caſe with others, though not particularly men- I 


that no other reaſon has ever been given for 


ie 
_ youngeſt of the twelve... Wo 63 BY | 7 


6. In the laſt place, this declaration implies; a 355 
een innocence of children is a leſſon to us, a . 


felves. Our Lord has. made the remark in the ge 


2 


7, N the text leh W e foall not receive the, : Bp 8 


7: p 


N m 


1 
0 __ 
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that the very ſame image is made uſe of in ſeveral paſ- 
| 8 5 time came the diſciples unto 'Feſus, ſaying, Who is the 


child unto him, 1 Jet him in the midit of them, and ſaid, V. erily 
Lay unto fot, except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
| L dren, ye ſhall: not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whoſo- 
ever therefore ſpall humble himſelf as this little child, the fame 
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Fanding: +, Howbeit in malice be ye children, but in underfland- 
i : ing be. men: — And further, 1 Pet. 11. t, 2 Wherefore lay- 
i ig afede all malice, and all guile, aud hypocrifies, and envies, 
£ mill of ithe word, that ye may grow thereby." he graces of 
the ſpiritual life recommended to us by this beautiful 
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E geg which ſhall be confined to pointing out the duties 


the goſpel. „un 15 
1. Let us 3 tbe Juties vicumbect on parents. Ns 
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7 G4 18a: Title child, 1 rok enter FRO This is 5 
bie levelled againſt the og of ſelf-ſufficiency, and 
every rough and boiſterous paſſion. | It is remarkable 


e of ſcripture. Thus, Matth..xviii. 1, 2, 3, 4. At the 


een ſpeakings,—as new-born babes, defice the fincers 


1 come now to ks 4 practica improvement off the. 


E Gaggetied by the foregoing truths, as they are ſeverally in- - 
ee on, I. e 2 deni; * oy BOT of : 


i e that of child ten or infants theRedeemer ſaid, of ſuch”. 
K 15 the; kingdom of God? Uben parents ſhould de () 
thankful. Thankfulnefs is a happy frame of ſpirit in it- 
fell, and powerfully. reconciles the mind to difficult, an and 
animates it to important duties, Be thankful then for 
the honour: that is done you, for the truſt that is repoſed 
in you, and for tbe encouraging promiſe of God to aſſiſt 
2 00 actept of you in the diſcharge of it. Children are ibe 
1 25 of G od, and the fruit of the womb is his reward. | can- © 
n fgsre te mylelf any greater carthly bleſſing than 
C1 e to o be the. N * Fs N 55 
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#5 greateſt in tbe kingdom of heaven. So alſo the apoſtle 
Paul, i Cor. xiv. 20. Brethren, be not children in unden- 


image, are humility, gentleneſs, teachableneſs, ſincerity, 0 
and Lexbnefs to. be reconciled; all which are remarkable in 
hee perſons, and: ure frequently loſt or  vitiated by grow- ; 
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er in tbe kingdom of heaven? And Feſus called a little I 


5 5 | e Saviour. 


1 * (2.) Be early and diligent i in inſtrüctiok! This is oe: 1 
E great and ſubſtantial evidence you are called to give, . 
pour thankfulneſs for the mercy. Tou have heard that on 
i | children are much more early tape of receivin beneßt 15 1 
* by outward" means than is commonly ſupp oſed: og Ha . 
|. theretore, the devil and. the world be too lr before-thng - : 
with you, in poſſeſſing their fancy, engaging. their affec - 1 5 
tions, and 1 their judgment Is it a fal e, or do 34 
7 75 J ſpeak truth when ſay, many children learn to ſwear, "I E 
before they learn to pray. It is indeed affecting, to a fe+ #2 
Py * rious mind, to hear children liſping out ill pronounced 3 
|” oaths; or ſcurrilous and ſcolding abuſe, or even impurities: *'} 3 
Which they do not underſtand; ſo that the firſt ſentiments 3" $8 
* they form, and the firſt words they utter, are thoſe of im- % I 
I piety, malice or obſcenity.” Nay, I have ſeen children in by 
their mother's arms actually taught to ſcold, by 3 N 
1 | angry ſounds, before they could ſpeak one word with, 1 
. ſtinctneſs. It is wholly impoſſible for me here to intro- "of 1 
aàdduce a ſyſtem of directions as to the method of early. in- 
Iſtruction; this muſt be learned elſewhere and at another 
time; but I mean to impreſs your minds with a ſenſe of. I 
' 4”. the importance and neceſſity of the duty, a and 1 will wa . | 3 
85 the icacy of it. Nemem ber the connexion dernen 8 5 aj / 


E: 5 goſpel is, (which I-ſhould be the laſt to detract from) you 5 
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= gence white you 17 aud to inherit Jour name ald 0b. 85 * py 
ance when you yourſelves muſt, in the courſe of Matute, 

go off the ſtage. And is it a little honour to be intruſted 
Vith the care of theſe rational creatures of God, born gt +1 : 
immortality, and whoſe preſent peace and future welfare.” 5 
depend ſo much on your conduc? Are you not called 25 
prepate members for the church of Chriſt ?—for of fuch is 
„ kingdom; ; and however important the miniſtry of the. * 


— of 


+ 8 
8 


may know, that it is out of a miniſter's power to ſpeak to 
the underſtanding of thoſe who are not prepared by pre- 
vious inſtruction. But, above all, how thankful ſhould 
you be for the encouragement given you to bring y our. | 
| children to the Saviour, and the promiſe of his dieting, 44 
He look them up in his arms, laid his hands on them and bleed © 
them. Fathers! Mothers! 9 8 0 ground of praiſe to e 


ere the 1 of the 65am as ee fe as. 4 x al 
b Ne, ou of the duty; be was of opinion, that every parent, 
3 5 Then 1 it ſeemed to fail, ſhould conclude, that be himſelf 
1 had been undutiful, and not that God had been unfaithful. 


A che arguments that preſs the former exhortation, ap- 


| * 0 ply with the ſame, perhaps I ma A 1 with double force to 


' this. Example i is itſelf the me powerful and ſucceſsful 


g 1 inſtruction; and example i is neceſſary to give meaning and 


influence to all other inſtruction. This is one of the old- 


eſt maxims upon the ſubject of education: — The Roman 


Ziatiriſt ſays, . Nel dictu viſuve fædum hec limina tangat 
A intra que puer eff.” Let nothing baſe. be ſeen or heard 
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| 1 x _importunity in Prayer. This, indeed, is an important 
N | 5 . f ſpoke a parable on Poe urpoſe to teach men, that they 
b; * Peters pray and not faint, 


- naturally, form their Tentiments, habits. and manners, by 
imitation of others in general, how much more. powerful 
I Tat be the example of parents, who are every hour in 
"their fight, whom nature. teaches. them, and whom duty 
obigen them to love, and vhei it comes recommended by 


F 
1 
Fe 
* 
bo 


4 
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ay We prophet Jeremiah ſays, it is goed far a man to Hope 


and tt ety. to wait for the Jalvatian of G The anſwer of - 
ou may come. at a much greater diſtance. than we are 


(3). Be eircumſpect and. edifying | in your example. 


4 5: 
Ye IG 


within thefe walls in which a child is. And if children 


the continual intercourſe, and the ding Kar rices chat 
() Laſtly, Pareuts are taught here p perſeverance 26d 
upon every ſubje& of our requelts to God. Our 5 


uke xvili. 1. And if we are 
"2 fed to believe, that if vue aſt any thing agreeable to his will. 
2 be beareth bat more agreeable to his will than frequent 
E | 13 d importungte prayer for 7 temporal and ſpiritual ha- 
pe upport this to the faith of 
Piet. Tou ought, at the eg time, to remeinber, thats 
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was 1s the fon. of an 8 pious vom whole name 
was Monica, yet be was in his youth very Jooſe and arlbr= © 5 - 
Aderly. One of bis fellow-citizens, i it is faid, ſeeing bim 3 
Pas- along the ſtreet, reflected upon him Win great fee - 7 3 
rity, as a diſgrace to ſociety; but another nrade r 3 
that be was*not without hopes of him after all, for he 
thought it next to impoſſible that the ſon of ſo many prayers 5 
ſhould: periſh And we know that, in fact, he b became m. 
due time one of the moſt eminent champions for evange- 
lical truth. There is not«the leaſt doubt that many prayers, 
and eſpecially of this kind, may have their anſwer and ac- 


compliſhment after the believer that 8 1 them bas 


been many years ſleeping in the duſt. 3 I 
2. The truths above illuſtrated, ie important a 3 
vices to children, that is, to ſuch young perſons as are able 5 = 4 
to underſtand and apply them. (1.) Preſerve a tenderneſs - 
of heart, and be thanktul that you zre not yet hardened by 
habitual guilt, nor ſentenced to perpetual barrenneſs by the 
judgment of a righteous God. Eſteem, embrace, i improve 
the precious but flying ſeaſon, Hearken t the W 47A 4 
tions of parents; the admonitions of paſtors; the lefſons 4 
of Providence, and rhe' dictates of God's Holy Spiri. 0 
ſpeaking by the conſcience: Think of the aünablenef of - 
early piety in the fight of men; and its acceptableneſy-in 
| the fight of God—1 Jove them that love me, fays | he Lud 
prophet ; and they that ſeek me earl y ball find me. 

(2.) Be not ſatisfied with, or traſt | in outward e 
of you are the children of pibus parents, who haye lied, . 
near to God; if you have been favoured with early wits 
tion, unleſs theſe advantages arc improved, they will nag 
plead for, but againſt you at the great day. 1 8 is the 8 
dictate both of ſcripture and reaſon, fo whomever machn 2 
given, of them much will be required. There: is a common -/ 1 1 
9 that is neither agreeable to truth vor experienve, oy 
and yet ſometimes obtains belief in à blinded world," that; 
the children of good people are as bad as any: as. if cart = 
education, which is of ſo much inſſuence in learhing ae ” £2 
ding elle, ſhould have no effect in 1 religion.” One E colt - 
_ trary, where do we expect to find pious youth bat in pick 4-1 
| families ne” — 1 5 N 8 ſober and 
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5 * .the conduct of life, who, in the choice of à ſervarit, an o 


5, = much attention to the blood and parentage, as to the per- 


ſion with whom he was to be immediately connected. 
But if we take notice of what probably gave occaſion to 
{ the miſtake, viz. that the wicked children of pious parents 
are the worſt of any, it is a truth of the utmoſt moment, 
and eaſily accounted for. They burſt aſunder the ſtrongeſt 
ties, they are under the . neceſſity of maſtering 
1 Nos ey wah by bigh-banded wickedneſs, and commonly 
[ come to ſpeedy and deſerved ruin: He that being often re- 


7 RT; remedy. k 
(3. ) Do not ſatisfy yourlelves with a name to Jive while - 
1 are dead. Though, ſome young perſons, religiouſly 
educated, by falling into diſſolute ſociety, become open 
3 Wa Bel e there are others who retain. the form without 
the life of religion: Therefore, if nature hath given you 
amiable difpofitions; if theſe; have been cultivated ;by a 
- pious and prudent education; if you feel the reſtraint of 
natural. conſcience ; if you are deſirous of public praiſe, 


3 . ot. afraid of pubtic ſhame, do not neglect any of theſe pre- 


atives from fin; but yet endeavour to obtain, and ſee 
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1 you be governed by a principle fi to them all, 
| hope of final acceptance with through . Chriſt. 


3 . 1 him & to gire you: a new heart, * new ed b to 
24 4.8 3 


| * 1 no time eee vout great ang beſt oh ty . 


Fe 3P 8 25 : ery . that tends to ſhew the importance of early 
f A 15 188 75 with. 3 or 3 oats, to 


pred hardeneth his neck » ſoall fuddeniy be ee aud at 2 


1 E018, or. 'pravideacht has- pointed; out 10 9 70% „ 
thing that you may do to advantage, either for yourſelyes: „ 
5 others, Joſe no time in ſetting about it, becauſe ven 

not know. how little time may be yours : 80 ſays the Wiles 
man, Eccl. ix. 10. V hatſcever thy. hand findeth fo d% 0 
4 with thy might : for there is no work, nor device, nor My ; . 
, | ledge, nor wiſdom, i in the grave ee thau gent. 1 5 
3 (2.) Do not forget the improvement of this ſubjetz az 
WW) x which our Saviour himſelf has pointed out; imitate the 
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temper of children; learn to be humble and teachabley 1 
gentle and eaſy to be entreated. Both watch and pray a» 
| - gainſt all violent attachments, rude and boiſterous paſſions, A 4 
ee deep-rooted reſentment... Obſerve how the little lambe 
july donn their reſentment, and forget their quarrels, Ds 
der this particular, it is proper to- recommend a deceney; of} 


275 & „ deportment, and a contempt of all vanity and. affeQtationz* 
as well as ſimplicity and ſincerity of ſpet ch, and aconten GE. 
* of all artifice and refinement. The Apoſtle has given a 

4 excellent deſcription of this, 2 Cor. i. 12. For our 3 

; is this, the teſtimony of cur conſeience, that in fi mplicity and 820 
. fencerity, not es Aeſbiy wiſdom, but by ihe e grace FG 
ue Have had our converſation in the world. EE - ö 1 
= 7 (3.) Set a good example before others f in general, 8 we, 
= eſpecially young perſons. The old rule, Mamimud db 
1 uerit reverentia, ought to be pondered as well as rec 
2: ed. It is of much importance what our viſible condudtt is 
„ all times and in all places, becauſe we e 
+} tribute to form each other's tempers and habit hin 
I greater caution is neceſſary in preſence of young: pal n 4 
both becauſe they are moſt prone to imitation, aut be- 
75 4 : Bi cauſe they have the leaſt judgment to make proper en 4 
tions, or to reſuſe the evil, and chuſe the good. 
„ _ inſtances might be given, in which things might bes id ory 
3 done, before perſons of full underſtanding, without: injury Tn 
* that could not be done without injury, or at leaſt: witho N 


1 danger, before perſons in early lifſfſe 
(.) In the laſt place, R not ai} in yours] po 
+» Yours and prayers for the public intereſt of religion pan 

the proſperity of the Redeemer's kingdom. Soni . : 
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y heard, zu moſt approved in converſation. 
Kate ee e ee of viſible religion, 
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